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The mission of the Center for Global Development is and 
has always been to analyze issues and develop policy frame-
works that encourage the world’s richest countries to act 
in ways that contribute to the reduction of global poverty 
and inequality. This is a complex, subtle, and nuanced un-
dertaking. Nonetheless, in the last six years, the Center has 
made great progress in advancing this core mission. I am 
extremely proud of the varied and extensive enquiries it has 
pursued, which aim to improve the lives of the world’s poor-
est citizens. By matching research with action, the Center 
goes beyond simply adding to the development literature; it 
conceives of and advocates for policies that directly improve 
the lives of poor people in developing countries.

In this collection of essays, the Center’s fellows offer 
analyses and recommendations that explain how and why 
the next U.S. administration should put effective U.S. lead-
ership for global development at the heart of its foreign pol-
icy. From global health to foreign aid, from global warming 
to migration and direct foreign investment, the chapters of 
The White House and the World lay out concrete and prac-
tical solutions to some of the most pressing international 
problems facing the United States.

The Center for Global Development was founded soon 
after 9/11, at a time when we in this country were anxious 
and even fearful about the challenges that the new century 
would bring. Seven years later, Americans have come to un-
derstand that the world has changed in ways that link us 
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ever more closely to the lives of people in developing countries. The next U.S. 
president has not only an opportunity but a responsibility to lead the way in 
making development a central part of our foreign policy toolkit. 

This book is an example of the Center’s work at its very best. Given the 
Center’s track record of turning analyses into action, it is my earnest hope 
that we will look back in a few years and find that many of the cogent and 
important ideas set forth in this volume have become part of the core reality 
of the United States in the 21st century. It is with that hope and spirit of opti-
mism that we respectfully commend these views to the attention of the new 
leadership of the United States.

Edward W. Scott, Jr.
Co-Founder and Chairman
Center for Global Development
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Many people gave generously of their time, energy and ad-
vice to make this volume possible. I thank all of the chapter 
authors who commented extensively on each other’s con-
tributions and on my introduction, greatly enriching the 
overall product. Lawrence MacDonald, CGD’s outstanding 
Director of Communications, kept us all on track with his 
keen focus on maximizing our influence on U.S. policy. I am 
grateful to him and to other communications and publica-
tions staff members Sarah Jane Staats, Lindsay Morgan, and 
John Osterman, without whom we would not have made it 
to the finish line. Several members of our Board of Direc-
tors and our Advisory Group shared, in written comments 
and in spirited conversations, their ideas and perspectives 
on the issues addressed in this book. I list them here along 
with other colleagues who reviewed and commented on ini-
tial drafts of the various chapters: Masood Ahmed, Pranab 
Bardhan, Jere Behrman, Chris Blattman, Thomas Caroth-
ers, William Cline, Nils Daulaire, Jessica Einhorn, Thomas 
Gibian, Carol Graham, Peter Hakim, Devesh Kapur, Carol 
Lancaster, Susan Levine, Santiago Levy, Mark Lowcock, 
Lawrence MacDonald, Keith Maskus, Peter McPherson, 
Todd Moss, Philip Musgrove, Deepa Narayan, Rachel Nu-
gent, Kenneth Prewitt, Lant Pritchett, Gustav Ranis, John 
Reid, Dani Rodrik, David Roodman, Eric Schwartz, Sarah 
Jane Staats, Andrew Steer, Nicolas van de Walle, Jayashree 
Watal and John Williamson. Finally and most impor-
tantly I thank my special assistant Karelle Samuda for her 
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constant, cheerful and smart advice in the management of the book produc-
tion process.

I and my colleagues are grateful to the Connect US Fund of the Tides 
Foundation for their support of our public engagement campaign surround-
ing this book, to individual friends of the Center whose financial contribu-
tions make collaborative and timely work like this possible, and to Edward 
Scott Jr., the Chairman of our Board, for his founding gift which provides 
support for this kind of enterprise and for his continuing insistence that the 
Center make a real and practical difference, through better policy in the U.S. 
and elsewhere, in improving people’s lives in the developing world.

Nancy Birdsall
President
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