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What is AidData? 

• AidData is a development research and innovation lab that 
makes aid information more accessible and actionable.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
What do we do? 

• Track $5.5 trillion dollars from 90+ DAC and non-DAC 
development finance institutions 

• Geocode and crowdsource aid information 

• Conduct cutting-edge analysis on aid distribution and 
impact 

• Create decision support tools for development finance 
institutions. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



The Changing Global Development  
Finance Architecture 

 ODA from DAC donors: approx: 
$100-$150 billion a year (Source: 
OECD/AidData) 

 
 ODA from Non-DAC donors: 

estimates vary widely from $11 
billion to $41.7 billion a year 
(Source: Center for Global 
Development) 

 
 Proportion of development 

finance from non-DAC donor 
countries is growing.  
Proportion from DAC countries 
is shrinking/leveling off. 

 



 At the 2011 Busan summit, Chinese 
negotiators argued that “[the] principle of 
transparency should apply to north-south 
cooperation, but … it should not be seen as 
a standard for south-south cooperation” 

 
- The Guardian, November 2011 



Previous Media-Based Data Collection Efforts 

 Heavily reliant on sole-sourcing 

 Insufficient attention to duplicate projects 

 Mostly English language searching for projects 

 Failure to “follow the money” from announcement 
to implementation led to over-counting 

 Opaqueness of methods and sources 

 Unable to make apples-to-apples comparisons with 
OECD-DAC donors because no systematic flow 
type coding scheme 

 



Cross-Checking Official and Media-Based Data 

Recipient-reported aid data 
 2 Commitments, 2000-2011 

 $133 mil 
 

Media-based aid data 
 16 Commitments, 2000-2011 

 9 with amounts, totaling $297 mil 

Title Sector Commitment 
Karonga Chipita Highway   Infrastructure, Energy and Mining  $ 70,000,000 

National Stadium Construction 
  Trade, Tourism, Banking and Financial 
Services  $ 65,000,000  

Furniture and Vehicle Donation to 
Foreign Ministry   Government and Social Services  $ 300,000 
Construction of University of Science 
and Technology   Education  $ 80,000,000 
Two Secondary Schools   Education  $ 10,000,000 
Donations to Mzuzu University   Education  $   2,000,000 

Kwacha Presidential Hotel 
  Trade, Tourism, Banking and Financial 
Services 

 $ 63,000,000 ($92,300,000 
reported by media) 

Construction of National Assembly 
Building   Government and Social Services  $ 40,000,000 

Fertilizer Donation   Agriculture, Fishing and Forestry  $   1,000,000 
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www.aiddata.org 
 
 


