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http://www.law.nyu.edu/sites/default/files/upload_documents/GCF_Rodrik-working-paper-1_-6.17.131_0.pdf
http://www.econ.nyu.edu/user/debraj/Courses/Readings/Pritchett.pdf?seq=14
https://www.virtualstatisticalsystem.org/vss_uploads/The_Developing_World_is_Poorer_than_we_Thought.pdf
https://www.virtualstatisticalsystem.org/vss_uploads/The_Developing_World_is_Poorer_than_we_Thought.pdf
http://heymancenter.org/files/events/milanovic.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/nunn/files/nunn_qian_jep_2010.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/nunn/files/nunn_qian_jep_2010.pdf
http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/530
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/download/4103061e.pdf?expires=1386958286&id=id&accname=ocid49006052&checksum=7BC9641A2896AEA42D7EB563DF94D13C
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http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/06/pdf/sachs.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/06/pdf/sachs.pdf
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2012/jun/07/what-makes-countries-rich-or-poor/
http://economics.mit.edu/files/4123
http://economics.mit.edu/files/4123
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/06/pdf/acemoglu.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2003/06/pdf/acemoglu.pdf
http://www.the-american-interest.com/articles/2012/10/30/which-nations-failed/
http://www.isid.ac.in/~tridip/Teaching/DevEco/Readings/06Institutions/04Banerjee&Iyer-AER2005.pdf
http://www.isid.ac.in/~tridip/Teaching/DevEco/Readings/06Institutions/04Banerjee&Iyer-AER2005.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/dell/files/revolutiondraft.pdf
http://www.econ.nyu.edu/user/debraj/Courses/Readings/SokoloffEngerman.pdf
http://www.econ.nyu.edu/user/debraj/Courses/Readings/SokoloffEngerman.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w13367
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*Frank Fukuyama, The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French 

Revolution, 2012  

Institutions and Development 

 

*David Mitchell, The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet, 2010 

Japan - the colonization that wasn’t  

 

IV. Formative Histories and Development 

 

*Charles Ameringer,  Don Pepe: A political biography of Jose Figueres of Costa Rica, 
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Costa Rica 
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Costa Rica 

 

*Alejandro Carpentier, The Kingdom of this World, 1949. Transl. in 1957 by Alfred A. 

Knopf. 
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2004   

 

*Jon Lee Anderson, “Death of the Tiger,” The New Yorker, January 17, 2011. 

Sri Lanka 

 

*James Manor, The Expedient Utopian: Bandaranaike and Ceylon, 1989 

Sri Lanka 

 

Ryszard Kapuściński, The Emperor: Downfall of an Autocrat, 1983 

[Formative histories and development Ethiopia] 

 

Ryszard Kapuściński, The Shadow of the Sun, 2001 

[Africa] 

 

*Thant Myint-U, The River of Lost Footsteps: A Personal History of Burma, 2006 

Burma 

 

*V.S. Naipaul,  Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina 

Argentina 

 

*V.S. Naipaul, The Middle Passage, 1962 

Guyana 

 

*Doug Rodgers A Last Resort: A Memoir of Zimbabwe, 2009. 

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2011/01/17/110117fa_fact_anderson
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Ari Shavit, My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel, 2013 

Israel 

 

James Manor, The Expedient Utopian: Bandaranaike and Ceylon, 1989 

Formative Histories and Development [Sri Lanka] 

 

V. Manna and Economic Development: Foreign Aid 

 

Rajan Raghuram, G., and Arvind Subramanian, “Aid and Growth: What Does the Cross-

Country Evidence Really Show?” Review of Economics and Statistics, 2008.  

 

Nancy Birdsall, “Seven Deadly Sins: Reflections on Donor Failings,” CGD Working 

Paper, 2005. 

 

Ilyana Kuziemko and Eric Werker. “How much is a seat on the Security Council worth? 

Foreign aid and bribery at the United Nations.” Journal of Political Economy, 114(5), 

2006. 

 

Nathan Nunn and Nancy Qian , 2013, US Food Aid and Civil Conflict, American 

Economic Review (forthcoming) 

 

*Philip Gourevitch, “Alms Dealers: Can you provide humanitarian aid without 

facilitating conflicts?” The New Yorker, 2010.  

 

*Paul Theroux , Dark Star Safari: Overland from Cairo to Cape Town, 2003 

 

 

VI. Manna and Economic Development: Natural Resources  

 

Michael Ross. The Oil Curse: How Petroleum Wealth Shapes the Development of 

Nations, 2011 

 

Jeremy Frankel. “The Natural Resource Curse: A Survey” NBER Working Paper 15836, 

2010 

 

*Robert Klitgaard, Tropical Gangsters: One Man's Experience With Development And 

Decadence In Deepest Africa,1991. 

Equatorial Guinea 

 

*Jon Lee Anderson, “Our New Best Friend,” The New Yorker, October 7, 2002.  

Sao Tome and Principe 

 

*Karl Meier, This House has Fallen: Midnight in Nigeria, 2000. 

Nigeria 

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2005/wp05127.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2005/wp05127.pdf
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/seven-deadly-sins-reflections-donor-failings-working-paper-number-50
http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Publication%20Files/06-029.pdfv
http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Publication%20Files/06-029.pdfv
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/nunn/files/faidconf_20130806_final_0.pdf
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/atlarge/2010/10/11/101011crat_atlarge_gourevitch
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/atlarge/2010/10/11/101011crat_atlarge_gourevitch
http://www.nber.org/papers/w15836
http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2002/10/07/021007fa_fact_anderson
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*Patrick Radden Keefe “Buried Secrets: How an Israeli billionaire wrested control of one 

of Africa’s biggest prizes” July, 8 2013. 

Guinea 

 

*Daniel Yergin, The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money & Power, 1991 

 

*Christopher de Bellaigue, The Patriot of Persia: Muhammad Mossadegh and a Tragic 

Anglo-American Coup, 2012  

Iran 

 

VII. Manna and Economic Development: Other Sources  

 

*Dan Koeppel, Banana: The Fate of the Fruit That Changed the World  

Banana 

 

*Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness, 1899 

Rubber 

 

*Christopher de Bellaigue, The Patriot of Persia: Muhammad Mossadegh and a Tragic 

Anglo-American Coup, 2012  

Iran 

*Pankaj Mishra, “Why weren’t they grateful?” Review of The Patriot of Persia: 

Muhammad Mossadegh and a Tragic Anglo-American Coup by Christopher de 

Bellaigue, London Review of Books 2012.  

 

*Walter Isaacson and Evan Thomas, The Wise Men: Six Friends and the World They 

Made, 1986 

 

*Adam Hochschild, King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror and Heroism in 

Colonial Africa, 1998 

 

*Stephen Kizner, The Brothers: John Foster Dulles, Allen Dulles, and Their Secret 

World War, 2013.  

Military Aid  

 

*Mario Vargos Llosa, Feast of the Goat, 2000 

Manna and Economic Development [Dominican Republic) 

 

*Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Autumn of the Patriarch, 1976  

Caribbean 

 

*Gabriel Garcia Marquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude, 1970 

Colombia/banana 

 

http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2013/07/08/130708fa_fact_keefe?currentPage=all
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2013/07/08/130708fa_fact_keefe?currentPage=all
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v34/n12/pankaj-mishra/why-werent-they-grateful
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*David Mcullough , The Path Between the Seas:  The Creation of the Panama Canal, 

1870-1914, 1977 

Panama 

 

*Pankaj Mishra, “Watch this Man” Review Civilisation: The West and the Rest, by Niall 

Ferguson.  London Review of Books 2011.  

 

*Samantha Weinberg, The Last of the Pirates: The Search for Bob Denard, 1995 

Comoros 

 

*Michela Wrong, I Didn't Do It for You: How the World Betrayed a Small African 

Nation, 2006  

Eritrea 

 

*Michela Wrong,  It’s Our Turn to Eat: The Story of a Kenyan Whistle Blower, 2010 

Kenya 

 

 

VIII. Non-Manna and Economic Development: Taxation 

 

Daniel Berger, “Taxes, Institutions and Local Governance: Evidence from a Natural 

Experiment in Colonial Nigeria”, 2009 

 

Timothy Besley, and Torsten Persson, “Taxation and Development”, Chapter 2 of 

Handbook of Public Economics, Vol. 5, Ed. by Alan J. Auerbach, Raj Chetty, Martin 

Feldstein and Emmanuel Saez, 2013.  

 

Nicholas Eubank. “Taxation, Political Accountability and Foreign Aid: Lessons from 

Somaliland”. Journal of Development Studies, 48(4), 2012. 

Somaliland 

 

John Joseph Wallis “American Government Finance in the Long Run: 1790 to 1990” 

The Journal of Economic Perspectives, 14(1), 2000. 

 

*David Foster Wallace, The Pale King, 2011. 

 

*Lawrence Zelenak “When We Loved Form 1040” New York Times Op-ed. 2013  

 

 

IX. Social cleavage and economic development 

 

Alberto Alesina, Arnaud Devleeschauwer, William Easterly, Sergio Kurlat, and Romain 

Wacziarg,  “Fractionalization”, National Bureau of Economic Research, Working Paper 

9411, 2003 

 

http://www.lrb.co.uk/v33/n21/pankaj-mishra/watch-this-man
http://www.cis.yale.edu/leitner/resources/PMF-papers/NigeriaPaper.pdf
http://www.cis.yale.edu/leitner/resources/PMF-papers/NigeriaPaper.pdf
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1621374
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1621374
http://econweb.umd.edu/~wallis/MyPapers/Wallis_GovtFinance_JEP_2000.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/01/opinion/we-can-love-form-1040.html
http://www.nber.org/papers/w9411
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William Easterly and Ross Levine, “Africa's growth tragedy: policies and ethnic 

divisions.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 112(4). 1997 

 

Edward Miguel, “Tribe or Nation?: Nation Building and Public Goods in Kenya versus 

Tanzania.” World Politics 56(3), 2004. 

 

*Edwidge Danticat, The Farming of Bones, 2003 

Haiti 

 

*C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins, 1963 

Haiti 

 

*Shehan Karunatilaka, Chinaman, 2011 

Sri Lanka 

 

*Michael Ondaatje , Anil’s Ghost, 2000 

Sri Lanka 

 

 

X. Conflict and Economic Development 

 

Christopher Blattman and Edward Miguel. "Civil war." Journal of Economic Literature: 

2010 

 

Oiendrila Dube and Juan F. Vargas, “Commodity Price Shocks and Civil Conflict: 

Evidence from Colombia,” 2013   

 

Edward Miguel, Satyanath Shankar, and Ernest Sergenti, “Economic shocks and civil 

conflict: An instrumental variables approach.” Journal of Political Economy 112(4), 2004 

 

*Economist, How to Stop Fighting, Sometimes November 9, 2013 

 

XI. Crossing the Hobbesian Threshold: Mauritius and Botswana  

 

Deborah Brautigam, “Coalitions, Capitalists and Credibility: Overcoming the crisis of 

confidence at independence in Mauritius”, 2009 

 

Jeremy Frankel, “Mauritius: African Success Story” NBER Working Paper 16569, 2010  

 

Arvind Subramanian, “The Mauritian Success Story And Its Lessons,” Working paper / 

UNU-WIDER, No. 2009.36, 2009 

 

Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson. “An African Success Story: Botswana”, in Rodrik, D. 

(Ed.). In  

search of prosperity: Analytic narratives on economic growth. 2003 

 

http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/17_easterly_levine_africasgrowthtragedy_prp.pdf
http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/17_easterly_levine_africasgrowthtragedy_prp.pdf
http://emiguel.econ.berkeley.edu/assets/miguel_research/48/_Paper__Tribe_or_Nation_-_Nation_Building_and_Public_Goods_in_Kenya_versus_Tanzania.pdf
http://emiguel.econ.berkeley.edu/assets/miguel_research/48/_Paper__Tribe_or_Nation_-_Nation_Building_and_Public_Goods_in_Kenya_versus_Tanzania.pdf
http://chrisblattman.com/documents/research/2010.CivilWar.JEL.pdf
https://files.nyu.edu/od9/public/papers/Dube_commodities_conflict.pdf
https://files.nyu.edu/od9/public/papers/Dube_commodities_conflict.pdf
http://eml.berkeley.edu/~emiguel/pdfs/miguel_conflict.pdf
http://eml.berkeley.edu/~emiguel/pdfs/miguel_conflict.pdf
http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21589431-bringing-end-conflicts-within-states-vexatious-history-provides-guide
http://www.nber.org/papers/w16569
http://www.wider.unu.edu/publications/working-papers/research-papers/2009/en_GB/rp2009-36/
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Laura Alfaro, Debora Spar, and  Faheen Allibhoy, Botswana: A Diamond in the Rough, 

HBS discussion paper. 

 

*Amitava Ghosh, The Sea of Poppies, 2008 

 

*Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clezio,  The Prospector, 1969, reed. 2008 

 

*V.S. Naipaul, Overcrowded Barracoon, 1984 

 

*Mark Twain, Following the Equator: A Journey Around the World, 1897 

 

*Susan Willams Color Bar: The triumph of Seretse Khama and His Nation, 2007 

 

*Thomas Tlou, Neil Parsons & Willie Henderson, Seretse Khama, 1921-80 

 

XII. India: The Precocious Development Model 

 

Kalpana Kochhar et. al., “India’s Pattern of Development: What Happened, What 
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Frank Fukuyama, The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French 

Revolution, 2012  

 

*Sunil Khilnani, The Idea of India 

 

*Aravind Adiga, The White Tiger, 2008 

 

*Ramachandra Guha, India After Gandhi (Part 1), 2011 

 

*Pratap Mehta, The Burden of Democracy, 2003 

 

*Katherine Boo, Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life and Death in a Mumbai Slum, 2012 

 

*Arvind Subramanian “Katherine Boo, India and China,” Review of Katherine Boo, The 

Business Standard  2012.  

 

 

XIII. China: Defying Development Verities 

 

Yingyi Qian, “How Reform Worked in China”, 2001 

 

Dani Rodrik, “Growth Strategies”, 2004  

 

Dani Rodrik, “Understanding Economic Policy Reform,” Journal of Economic Literature, 

vol, XXXIV, 1996 

 

https://files.nyu.edu/od9/public/papers/Dube_commodities_conflict.pdf
https://files.nyu.edu/od9/public/papers/Dube_commodities_conflict.pdf
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arvind-subramanian-katherine-boo-india-and-china-112032800083_1.html
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/39858/wp473.pdf?sequence=3
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/drodrik/Research%20papers/GrowthStrategies.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~kathrynd/JEL.Rodrik.pdf
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Frank Fukuyama, The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French 

Revolution, 2012  

 

*Peter Hessler, River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze, 2001 

 

*Peter Hessler, Oracle Bones: A Journey Through Time in China, 2009 

 

*Rana Mitter, The Forgotten Ally: China’s World War II, 1937-194 , 2013 

 

*Orville Schell and Robert De Lury: Wealth and Power: China's Long March to the 

Twenty-first Century¸2013 

 

*Ezra F. Vogel, Deng Xiaoping and the Transformation of China,2011 

 

 

XIV. Helping the poor: Lessons for Outsiders 

 

Nancy Birdsall, Dani Rodrik, and Arvind Subramanian, “How to Help Poor Countries: 

Getting Development Right” Foreign Affairs,  2005 

 

Michael A. Clemens, “Economics and Migration: Trillion-Dollar Bills on the Sidewalk?” 

Journal of Economic Perspectives 25(3),  2011 

 

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/60830/nancy-birdsall-dani-rodrik-and-arvind-subramanian/how-to-help-poor-countries
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/60830/nancy-birdsall-dani-rodrik-and-arvind-subramanian/how-to-help-poor-countries
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.25.3.83

