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1.What is ARSO

ARSO VISION
To be an excellent

standardisation institution that

promotes a quality culture in

support of trade,

industrialisation and sustainable

development in Africa

To facilitate African 

industrialization, intra-Africa 

and global trade by providing 

harmonized African standards 

and conformity assessment 

procedures that promote 

sustainable development

AfCFTA TBT annex 6-Article6 :
Cooperation in Standardisation 

1.State Parties shall: 

a)develop and promote the adoption 

and/or adaption of international 

standards; 

b)promote the adoption of standards 

developed by the ARSO and the 

AFSEC; 

c)where a relevant international 

standard required to facilitate trade 

does not exist, request the ARSO 

and/or the AFSEC to develop the 

required standard to facilitate trade 

between State Parties;

ARSO is 

intergovernm
ental organization 

established in 1977
by OAU (currently AU) 

and UNECA
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Standardisation– Metrology– Accreditation– Conformity assessment – Market surveillance

1 

Test

1 

CONFORMITY 

ASSESSMENT

1

Standard

2. Market access- Quality infrastructure 

From FAO report

 Bottleneck- TBT and SPS:

Harmonization of 

standards in priority 

sector

Harmonization of 

Technical regulations

Recognition of 

conformity 

assessment results



3. Status of Quality Infrastructure (QI)
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TBT – Stocktaking 2023 SPS – Stocktaking 2022

 TBT

 6 MS developed QI 

 23 MS limited or little 

existence

 47 Countries that 

ratified AfCFTA- 19 

SP do not have a 

developed QI
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4. Priority sector for harmonisation
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4.1 Harmonisation of Standards-Participation



5. Technical regulations-based on stds

26th October 

2023

ARSO

Lagos 
plan of 
action

Abuja 
Treaty

AfCFTA

BiAT

AUDA/NE
PAD

AIDA

PIDA

3ADI

CAADP 

>1600 

stds

>700 

Products 

Stds

>100 

Services 

Stds

>500 

Test 

Stds

>100 

Code, 

Glossary S

Africa Quality 

policy

ACTReF

87 TC

>1500 

experts

43 MS ARSO

AfCFTA TBT and SPS 

annexes
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Made in Africa Guide



5.1. TR- ATWP-information sharing
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6. Conformity assessment – Market target
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Platinum

Diamond

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Regional
Global

National Local

Market

Maturity model –value chain 



Conclusion
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1. Universal membership to ARSO

2. Adoption and implementation of 

standards- withdraw of conflicting 

standards

3. Conformity assessment that respond to 

the need of SMES growth and private 

sector in general

4. Capacity building of QI and clear 

institutional framework

5. Reducing cost of conformity assessment –

One stds-one test-one certificate 

6. Political support – Benefit of standards



Asante

Merci beaucoup!

Thank you!

شكرا

Muito obrigado!
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