
Spreading the Word On Anti-Hate Efforts

"It is important that they speak the language . . . and understand the culture of tolerance and coexistence, 
which is also part of Islam," he emphasized. He said imams should be well-trained, respected and have 
proper salaries. The group plans to recommend that mosques offer English and citizenship classes, with 
state aid if needed, "so their communities can be properly assimilated," Ahmed added.

Ahmed, whose Washington trip was sponsored by the British government, will also attend a meeting of 
the Islamic Society of North America in Chicago.

Sharing the Wealth, or Not

Which are the most generous countries? Not necessarily the very largest or wealthiest ones, report the 
Center for Global Development and Foreign Policy magazine.

Denmark ranked at the top of the list as a model global country, according to the 2005 Commitment to 
Development Index released Tuesday by the two institutions. They rated 21 developed nations with 
respect to a number of government policies affecting developing countries. Germany ranked 7th and 
Britain 10th. The United States was 12th, and Japan ranked last.

The index rated countries not only in terms of how much they give but also according to policies related 
to trade, investment, migration, environment and security.

Nancy Birdsall , president of the center, said the index highlights the contradictions between what rich 
countries say about their efforts to eradicate poverty and what they actually do. She spoke at a 
teleconference announcing the index.

"The purpose of the index was to create a conversation in rich countries about what it means to be a 
global citizen," Moises Naim , editor and publisher of Foreign Policy, said in a telephone interview. "We 
are not just talking about aid volumes; we are also asking questions about whether this aid is going to 
tyrants and corrupt dictators."

Naim suggested that peacekeeping can do little good if the same countries providing peacekeeping are 
also exporting weapons.

"There is this paradox," he said. "Today weapons sales to poor countries have achieved a five-year peak. 
The magical beauty of this index is that it captures all this. It is not just 'show me the money,' but about 
the quality of what is given."

Highlights of the report are published in the September/October issue of Foreign Policy. One surprise is 
that there is an inverse correlation between church attendance and aid, indicating that preaching and 
practicing do not necessarily go together.
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China and Human Rights

As President Bush prepares to meet Chinese President Hu Jintao on Sept. 7, Amnesty International is 
sending Bush a letter to raise a number of human rights issues, including the fate of Gedhun Choekyi 
Nyima , the missing 11th Panchen Lama, who ranks second to the Dalai Lama in Tibetan Buddhism.

On May 14, 1995, Tibet's exiled leader announced that the boy, then 6, was the reincarnation of the 10th 
Panchen Lama. The child and his parents disappeared and are believed to be held in a secret location by 
Chinese authorities. Chinese-supported monks appointed another boy as the Panchen Lama. Gedhun, 
now about 16, has not been seen for 10 years.

"The scale of China's human rights violations is staggering," Amnesty said in its letter Friday to Bush. 
The group has not taken a position on who the real Panchen Lama is, but it sees Hu's visit as a "good 
opportunity to exert pressure on the Chinese" about the issue, said T. Kumar , Amnesty's advocacy 
director for Asia and the Pacific.
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