
 
 

CGD Program Launch: Migration, Displacement, and Humanitarian Policy 

Thursday, May 31, 2018 

2055 L St, NW - Fifth Floor, Washington, DC 20036 

 

8:30am Light breakfast is served 

9:00-9:15am Opening Remarks 

• Masood Ahmed – President, CGD 

9:15-10:15am Aspirations vs. Limitations – Can Humanitarian Reform Deliver Change? 

• Catherine Bertini – Fellow, The Rockefeller Foundation and former 

Executive Director of the UN World Food Program 

• Bathsheba Crocker – Vice President of Humanitarian Programs & 

Policy, CARE and former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for 

International Organization Affairs 

• Eric Schwartz – President, Refugees International and former U.S. 

Assistant Secretary of State for Population, Refugees, and Migration 

 
Moderator 

• Jeremy Konyndyk – Senior Policy Fellow, CGD 

10:15-10:30am Coffee break 

10:30-11:30am Navigating Shifts in U.S. Policy on Refugees, Immigration, and 

Humanitarian Crises: Costs, Consequences, and Opportunities 

• Nazanin Ash – Vice President, Public Policy and Advocacy, 

International Rescue Committee 

• Michael Gerson – Columnist, Washington Post and former Director of 

Presidential Speechwriting 

• Denis McDonough – Senior principal, The Markle Foundation and 

former White House Chief of Staff 

 

Moderator 

• Cindy Huang – Co-director of Migration, Displacement, and 

Humanitarian Policy and Senior Policy Fellow, CGD 

 

 

 



 
 

11:30-12:30pm Responding to Protracted Displacement: Innovation in Challenging Times 

• Mary Louise Cohen – Co-founder, Talent Beyond Boundaries 

• Jennifer Holt – CEO, Building Markets 

• Gideon Maltz – Executive Director, Tent Foundation 

• Feras Momani – Director, The Jordan Compact Management Unit, 

Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 

 

Moderator 

• Daniel Beaulieu – Chief Content Officer, News Deeply 

12:30-1:30pm Lunch 

1:30-1:50pm Keynote Address 

• Louise Arbour – UN Special Representative for International 
Migration 

1:50-2:50pm Migration Is What You Make It: How Policy Choices Shape the Benefits and 

Costs 

• Louise Arbour – UN Special Representative for International 

Migration 

• David McKenzie – Lead Economist, Development Research Group, 

World Bank 

• The Honourable Ratna Omidvar – Senate of Canada and Co-Chair, 

World Economic Forum’s Global Future Council on Migration 

 

Moderator 

• Michael Clemens – Co-director of Migration, Displacement, and 
Humanitarian Policy and Senior Fellow, CGD 

2:50-3:00pm Thank You and Closing 

3:00-3:30pm Reception with refreshments available  

 


