Some motivating data



Rate

Share of Papers Focused on Sub-Saharan Africa by Journal (2015-2025)

Econometrica (N =640) 1.6%

American Economic Review (N =1632) 1.2%

The Quarterly Journal of Economics (N =473) 0.8%

The Review of Economic Studies (N =877) 0.7%

0.4%

Journal of Political Economy (N =1150)
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Percentage of Total Papers

Source: top 5 economic journals browsers* (2015-2025) and CGD's analysis
* with search terms: #Sub-Saharan Africa, #Nigeria, #Ethiopia, #DRC, #Tanzania, #South Africa (n=62)



There seems to be progress:

From 1985-2005, 34 articles in top 5 journals assigned to SSA
countries (Das et. al. 2013)

In the last 10 years, 62 articles (note slightly different search allows
SSA)



2) Representation

Institutional Affiliation of Authors by Country

Country Number of Authors Share (%)
USA 94 54.0
UK 28 16.1
Canada 7 4.0
France 5 29
Switzerland 5 29
Germany 4 2.3
Italy 3 1.7
Other African Countries E 5.2
Other Developed Countries 12 6.9
Other Developing Countries 3 1.7
Not mentioned 4 2.3
TOTAL 174 100.0

Source: top 5 economic journals browsers* (2015-2025) and CGD's analysis
* with search terms: #Sub-Saharan Africa, #Nigeria, #Ethiopia, #DRC, #Tanzania, #South Africa

Country of Origin of Authors

Country of Origin Number of Authors Share (%)

USA 46 26.4
Italy 14 8.0
UK 12 6.9
Canada 7 4.0
France 7 4.0
South Africa 6 34
Ethiopia 5 29
Other African Countries 7 4.0
Other Developed Countries 32 18.4
Other Developing Countries 18 10.3
Not mentioned 20 11.5
TOTAL 174 100.0

Source: top 5 economic journals browsers* (2015-2025) and CGD's analysis
* with search terms: #Sub-Saharan Africa, #Nigeria, #Ethiopia, #DRC, #Tanzania, #South Africa



Relevance: Top policymaker priorities

1. Job creation and youth employment

2.

@
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Macroeconomic stability and debt management, revenue
mobilization

Diversifying the economy, value addition, structural
transformation

Energy access and infrastructure (roads, water, railways)

Governance, institutional stability, and security
-ood security (trade in grain)

Human capital, education

Private sector development




And what did the 62 articles have?

1. Job creation and youth employment (jobs=2)

2. Macroeconomic stability and debt management, revenue
mobilization (n=2)

3. Diversifying the economy, value addition, structural transformation
(n=0)

4. Energy access and infrastructure (roads, water, railways).
* Energy =2 Infrastructure = 2 Roads =1 Water=1

Governance, institutional stability, and security (n=2)
Food security (trade in grain) (n=2)

Human capital, education (health = (2), education =1)
Private sector development (4)
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(total=21)



Per capita research
(1985-2005)



Total Publications per Million Citizens
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Editorial Boards



AER
QJE

Editors Board of Editors

Editor

Robert J. Barro
» Erzo FP. Luttmer, Dartmouth College, USA

Harvard University
Coeditors

« John Friedman, Brown University, USA Lawrence F. Katz

- Yuriy Gorodnichenko, University of California, Berkeley, USA Harvard University
« Rema Hanna, Harvard University, USA R eST U D

« Andrei Levchenko, University of Michigan, USA Nathan Nunn

» Qingmin Liu, Columbia University, USA Univers ity of British Columbia

+ Benjamin Moll, London School of Economics, UK - I.
Andrei Shleifer Chair

« Pietro Ortoleva, Princeton University, USA
. DeVin Pope, Uni.versi.ty Of Chicago, USA Harvard University Ruben Iinil&nhqm, Universitat Pompeu Fabra and New Economic School g

« Marzena Rostek, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

y im Board of Directors Joint Managing Editors
- Andres Santos, University of California, Los Angeles, USA Stefanie Stantcheva 9
. = Davide Cantoni, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitit Miinchen Thomas Chancy, University of Southern California
« Uta Schonberg, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Special Ad: Harvard University inga, L omdon Schoul of Economics Jan De Loecker, KU Leuven
. Andrea Galeotti, London Business School Xavier D'Haultfocuille, CREST
- Frank Verboven: KU Leuven; Be]glum Kalina Manova, University College London Attila Lindner, University College London (From 1st August 2025)
. . ; Maria Petrova, IPEG Barcelona Katrine Loken, Norwegian School of Economics (until 31st July
- Ekaterina Zhuravskaya, Paris School of Economics, France Florian Scheuer, University of Zurich 2025)

Elias Papaioannou, London Business School

Antonio Penta, Universitat Pompeu Fabra
Jakub Steiner, University of Zurich, CERGE-EL CTS
Vincent Seerk, University (lnllcgc London

Noam Yuchtman, University of Oxford



WBER EDCC

IDE Editors
EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor in Chief Eric Edmonds
Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, USA Editor in Chief
A. Foster, PhD
Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island, United Staotes of America PraShant Bharadwaj, UnIVEFSIty Of Ca|lf0 rl'lla San DIEgO‘ UI'IItEd StatES
Co-Editors : :
Co-Editors Managing Edlt_or
Samantha Tansino
, Manuela Angelucci
Siwan Anderson ) .
The University of British Columbia, Yancouver, British Columbia, Canada UI].lVErSlty Df T('Xas, USA ASSOCiate Ed itOI’S
. Susan Godlontor Jing Cai, University of Maryland, United States
- Rossella Calvi, Rice University, United States
University of California San Diego, La Jolla, California, United States of America Williams CDl].('gE, USA . y .
Davin Chor, Dartmouth College, United States
Marco Gonzalez-Navarro Remi Jedwab Jishnu Das, Georgetown University, United States
University of California Berkeley, Berkeley, California, United States of Amearica George Washington University, USA Paul Glewwe, University of Minnesota, United States
» View full biography - - -
Leora Klapper Pinar Keskin, Wellesley College, United States
Dean Karlan World Bank, USA Hyuncheol Bryant Kim, Yonsei University, South Korea,
Morthwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, United States of America arld HOrlg Kong UnerrSlty Of Sclence arld Techrlology (H KUST), Hong Kong
Gianmareo Leon-Cilicita Claudia Martinez, Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile, Chile
K M Uni itat P Fabra, Spai . . . " .
aren Macours PUVETSItat FOmpet Fabra, spain Teresa Molina, University of Hawaii at Manoa, United States
Paris School of Economics, Paris, France
Norman Loayza Xinzheng Shi, Peking University, China
Jeremy Magruder World Bank, USA
University of California Berkeley, Department of Agricultural & Resource Economics, Be
Californig, United States of America David ] McKenzie

World Bank, USA
Aprajit Mahajan

University of California Barkeley, Department of Agricultural & Resource Economics, Be Bob Rj_jkc]:s
]

World Bank, USA

Daniel Mejia Londofio .
5‘5 ! Alessandro Tarozzi

Californio, United States of America

University of Loz Andes, Bogotd, Colombia

> View full biography European University Institute, Italy

Roy van der Weide
World Bank, USA
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